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This plant comes from 
the broadest experience 


- « experience not only of designing and building plants for 
ventilation of crowded places, but of the incorporation of 
activated carbon and particulate filters to deal with deleterious 
gases. Heating arrangements for incoming air can be incorporated 
if required. We have supplied plants, large and small, for 
industrial concerns, municipalities, office buildings, flats, etc., 
with means for standby operation in emergency. Write for 


full particulars. 





SUTCLIFFE, SPEAKMAN & COMPANY LIMITED 


Telephone: 94, 95, 96 Leigh LEIGH e LANCASHIRE = Groms: “utilization,” Leigh, Lancs. 
LONDON OFFICE: 66 Victoria Street, London, S.W.! 7 
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HOLDERS OF LICENCES TO USE HOME OFFICE CERTIFICATION MARK. LICENCES NOS. il, 1V, V, Vi, Vil, XIV and XX 
@® F.L.I 











THE 


ARCHITECTS’ 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 
WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED THE BUILDERS’ 
JOURNAL AND THE ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEER 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY THE ARCHI- 
TECTURAL PRESS (PUBLISHERS OF THE ARCHITECTS’ 
JOURNAL, THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, SPECI- 
FICATION, AND WHO’S WHO IN ARCHITECTURE) 
FROM 45 THE AVENUE, CHEAM, SURREY 


THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS : 


BY POST IN THE UNITED KINGDOM...... £1 3 10 
HY POST TO CANADA 6.6 o.0.0.0.5:sscc0s00s £1 3 10 
BY POST ELSEWHERE ABROAD........ £1 8 6 


SPECIAL COMBINED RATE FOR SUBSCRIBERS TAKING 
BOTH THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL : INLAND £2 6s. ; ABROAD 
£2 10s. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE BOOKED AT ALL NEWSAGENTS 


* 


SINGLE COPIES, SIXPENCE ; POST FREE, EIGHTPENCE. 
SPECIAL NUMBERS ARE INCLUDED IN SUBSCRIPTION ; 
SINGLE COPIES, ONE SHILLING ; POST FREE, ls. 3p. 
BACK NUMBERS MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS OLD 
(WHEN AVAILABLE), DOUBLE PRICE. 


* 
SUBSCRIBERS CAN HAVE THEIR VOLUMES BOUND 


COMPLETE WITH INDEX, IN CLOTH CASES, AT A 
cost oF 10s. EACH. CARRIAGE ls. EXTRA 


45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 
TELEPHONE : VIGILANT 0087-9 (3 LiNEs) 





The Editor will be glad to receive MS. articles 
and also illustrations of current architecture in this 
country and abroad with a view to publication. 
Though every care will be taken, the Editor cannot 
hold himself responsible for material sent him. 
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The fact that goods made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are adverdised in this JOURNAL 
should not be taken as an indication that they are necessarily 
available for export. 


Owing to the paper shortage the JOURNAL, in common with all 
other papers, is now only supplied to newsagents on a “‘ firm 
order”? basis. This means that newsagents are now unable to 
supply the JOURNAL except to a client’s definite order. 
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In common with every other periodical and newspaper in the country, this 
JOURNAL is rationed to a small proportion of its peace-time requirements 
of paper. This means that it is no longer a free agent printing as many 
pages as it thinks fit and selling to as many readers as wish to buy it. Instead 
a balance has to be struck between circulation and number of pages. A 
batch of new readers may mean that a page has to be struck off, and con- 
versely a page added may mean that a number of readers have to go short 


Thus in everyone’s interest, including the reader’s, it is 


important that the utmost 
economy of paper should be 
practised, and unless a reader 
is a subscriber he cannot be 
sure of getting a copy of the 
JOURNAL. We are sorry 
Sor this but it is a necessity 
imposed by the war on all 
newspapers. The subscription 
: is £1 3s. 10d. per annum. 





from AN ARCHITECT’S Commonplace Book 


*“T went to Vienna to take the entrance examination 
for the Academy of Fine Arts. . . . At the ‘Realschule’ 
I was by far the best student in the drawing class. . . . 


Adolf Hitler in Mein Kampf: - 


NEWS 
* 


M.O.W.B. 


In the Diary of the past year, on pages 
36-59, we include, under monthly headings, 
names of people who (a) joined or (d) 
resigned from the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings. Below is a list of the chief 
officers of the Ministry at December 31; 
and Deputy Direétors of Bricks for England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland at 
the end of December. 

Minister and First Commissioner of Works.— 
Rt. Hon. Lord Reith, G.c.v.o., C.B.E., LL.D. 

Parliamentary Secretary.—George Hicks, M.P. 

Secretary.—Sir Geoffrey Whiskard, k.c.M.G., 
C.B. 

Director-General, Works and _ Buildings.— 
Hugh E. C. Beaver, M.INsT.C.E., M.I.CHEM.E. 

Deputy Secretary.—W. Leitch, c.B. 

Principal Assistant Secretaries.—H. L. Davis, 
0.B.E., E. N. de Normann, c.s., E. J. R. 
Edwards, H. H. Montgomerie, 0.B.£., and 
H. G. Vincent, ¢.B., C.v.o. 

Assistant Secretaries.—R. A. Barker, M.v.o., 
E. Batch, m.s.£., H. C. Bradshaw, c.B.£., 
M.ARCH., F.R.LB.A., J. G. Dower, M.A., 
F.R.ILB.A., A.M.P.T.I., E. S. Hill, R. M. 
Hunter, F.a.1., D. L. Macintyre, v.c., E. F. 
Muir, F. J. E. Raby, c.B., F.s.a.. H. W. 
Spencer, 0.B.E., J. G. Stewart, C. J. G. 
Tate, c.B.E., W. R. Trickett, 0.B.£. (Scot.) 
and T. W. Webster. 

Director of Works. —T. P. Bennett, F.R.1.B.A. 

Deputy Director of Works.—D. N. Dyke, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 

Assistant Directors of Works.—P. K. Hanton, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. (architectural), C. J. Mole, 
M.V.O., M.B.E., F.R.ILB.A. (architectural), 
G. C. Wilson, F.R.1.B.A. (architectural), 
A. G. Ramsey, 0.B.E., B.SC., M.INST.C.E., 
M.I.MECH.E. (engineering), H. Ryle, c.v.o., 
O.B.E., A.R.I.B.A., F.S.1. (Maintenance), and 
C. A. Morrison, F.s.1. (quantity surveying. ) 


Director of Post-war Building and Chief - 
Architect.—Sir James West, 0.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 

Controller of Supplies. —H. B. Allum, c.B.£., 
M.V.O. 

Director of Lands and Accommodation.—P. W. 
Jupp, 0.B.E., F.A.1. 

Director of Emergency Works. — Major- 
General K. C. Appleyard, c.B.E., D.L., 
M.I.MECH.E. 

Direétor of Standardization.—T. S. Tait, 
F.R.LB.A. 

Director of Cement.—Rt. Hon. Viscount 
Wolmer, P.c. 

Direétor of Bricks. —L. W. Hutson, F.R.1.B.A. 

Direétor of Roofing.—R. G. Cromwell. 

Direétor of Construétional Design.—G. 
Wilson, s.M., B.SC., M.INST.C.E., A.M.AMER.C.E. 

Direétor of Labour Requirements. —R. M. 
Wynne-Edwards, D.s.0., M.C., M.A. M.I.C.E. 

Comptroller of Accounts.—A. G. Barnett, 
C.B.E. 

Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments.—J. P. 
Bushe-Fox, F.S.A., F.R.S.A. 

Bailiff of Parks.—¥. E. Carter, 0.B.. 

Regius Keeper, Royal Botanic Gardens, Edin- 
burgh.—Sir W. W. Smith, M.A., D.ES.sc., 
F.R.S.(EDIN.), F.L.S. 

Publicity Officer.—Harold Lewis. 

Deputy Publicity Officer—Dudley Vernon. 


Deputy Directors oF Bricks. 


Scotland, and Northern Ireland.—J. M. 
Honeyman, Ministry of Works and Build- 
ings, 18, Gordon Street, Glasgow. (Tel. : 
City 6401.) 

Midlands Area, including Warwick, Wor- 
cester, Hereford, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
Leicester, South Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Derby, and Nottingham.—Mr. A. J. 
Phillips, Ministry of Works and Buildings, 
Hilton’s Chambers, Mardol Head, Shrews- 
bury. (Tel. : Shrewsbury 2758.) 
North-Western Area, including Lancashire, 
Cheshire, Westmorland, Cumberland, 
North and Central Wales, and Isle of 
Man.—Mr. S. Silcock, Ministry of Works 
and Buildings, Derby House, Exchange 
Buildings, Liverpool, 2. (Tel. : Liverpool 
Royal 6119.) 

South-Western Area and South Wales, inclu- 
ding Wiltshire, Gloucester, Dorset, Somerset, 
Devon, Cornwall, Monmouth, Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen, Pembroke, and Brecknock.— 
Mr. O. Cattlin, Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, 10, Woodland Road, Bristol, 8. 
(Tel. : Bristol 33065.) 

South-Eastern Area, including Kent, Surrey, 
Sussex, Hants, Herts, London, Middx, 
Bucks, Berks, Oxford, Beds, Northampton, 
Huntingdon, Essex, Cambridge, Suffolk, 
and Norfolk.—Deputy-Director of Bricks 
for S.E. Area, Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, Lambeth Bridge House, Albert 
Embankment, S.E.1. (Tel.: Reliance 
7611.) 

North-Eastern Area, including North Lincoln- 
shire, Yorkshire, Durham, and Northum- 
berland.—Mr. G. L. Cruickshank, Ministry 
of Works and Buildings, Century House, 
South Parade, Leeds, 1. (Tel. : Leeds 
30517.) 





ABBREVIATIONS 

Abbreviations used in the Diary are: A.R.C.- 
Architects’ Registration Council. B.I.N.C.—Build- 
ing Industries National Council. B.O.T.—Board 
of Trade. C.S.1.—Chartered Surveyors’ Institution. 
M.O.H.—Ministry of Health. M.H.S.(R.E.)— 
Ministry of Home Security (Research and Experi- 
ments Department). M.O.W.B.—Ministry of 
Works and Buildings. M.O.L.—Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. T.P.I.— Town 
Planning Institute. D.S.IL.R.—Director of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. 
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Functions of Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, outlined by C. R. Attlee 
in House of Commons. Personnel of 


M.O.W.B. given overleaf. 


Ministry will be responsible for erection 
of all new civil works and buildings required 
by any other Government department. It will 


take over to begin with the whole organiza- 
tion of H.M. Office of Works, including 
their present responsibilities for ere¢tion of 
buildings for other civil departments and 
for service departments, and work of the 
Ministry of Supply, including new building 
section of the Ordnance Factories, and 
approved of plans of new private factories 
or extensions of existing private factories, 
to cost of which the Ministry of Supply is 
contributing. Highly specialized work at 
present carried out by Service Departments 
either by direct labour or through con- 
tractors (such as civil engineering works of 
Admiralty ; construction of aerodromes or 


aerodrome buildings: fortification and 
defence works) ; work overseas will remain 


with Service Departments. Responsibility 
for maintenance and repairs of buildings and 
equipment in use by Service Department or 

Ministry of Supply will remain with those 
departments, except in so far as a transfer 
to M.O.W.B. may be mutually agreed to be 
convenient. M.O.W.B. will be responsible 
for licensing of private buildings, and for 
determining priority of proposals for re- 
building buildings damaged by air raids. 
It may arrange, by agreement with Service 
Departments or Ministry of Aircraft Pro- 
duction, to erect on their behalf new works 
and buildings not of a highly specialized 
chara¢ter, such as stores or depots or houses 
and buildings of an architectural nature, 
and for supertision of contraéts for erection 
of new private factories or extension of 
existing private factories required for war 
production. 

The Production Council will lay down 
general order of priority of building work. 
The Minister will be a member of the 
Produétion Council and responsible for 
Works and Buildings Priority Committee. 
He will determine the application of 
directions of the Produétion Council to 
priority of particular buildings subject to 
appeal, if necessary to Council. 

The Minister will be empowered to call on 
all departments retaining responsibility for 
erection and maintenance of buildings and 
works of construction (including depart- 
ments concerned with work carried out by 
or on behalf of local authorities or public 
utility undertakings) to furnish from time to 
time such information as he may require 
as to present and prospective demands of 
themselves and their contractors for labour 





and materials, and any points ancillary 
thereto. Minister will be responsible for 
176 such control or central purchase of building 
LORD REI TH materials not at pres¢ he controlled as may 
Lord Reith himself probably hardly realizes what a phenomenon he is in the Bee el ee ek eee ee 
building world. For the best part of half a century certain stock subjects have adoption of substitutes for building materials 
served as Aunt Sallies for the architectural profession (and the building papers) which are in short supply, or modification 
whenever things were dull and there was nothing better to discuss. One was the of designs and specifications with a view 
South Bank, another Charing Cross Bridge, and the third a hypothetical Ministry— to expedition, and_to assure that results of 
and Minister—of Building. No one in his senses thought of these as capable of Past and future research are promptly 
realization since they were reasonable ideas, and the world of that day was not C°™m™unicated to all concerned. For this 
distinguished by a _ passion for the reasonable. They were just subjects of ek he will make full orgy of building 
- : - research organization of D.S.I.R. He will 
conversation, like the weather. Now—suddenly—the myth has been found to be j. empowered to call on Departments re- 
not a figment but a reality, the deep has parted—to reveal a marvel, an architectural taining responsibility for building to 
Lochness Monster, a real Minister of Works and Buildings. ‘ , 


satisfy him that they are making full use 
has shown a sharp idea of what planning is all about. of the results of research in this conne¢tion. 


One moreover who 
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SPECIAL NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER TO THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 


N the building industry 1941 has been a year of change and 

preparation for change. Both industry and Ministry have been estimating 

resources and considering their problems. Some important steps have 
been taken, all as part of the policy of securing maximum effort from the 
industry with a diminishing labour force and with all the difficulties of 
war-time building. 

Among new developments are the establishment of the Central 
Council for Works and Buildings, the registration of builders, and the 
introduction of the Essential Work Order, bringing with it the guaranteed 
week and the principle of payment by results, now applied to a large 
proportion of all building work. Government programmes are controlled 
by allocation of labour which took the place of the old priority system. 
Welfare arrangements are well in hand. The control of building materials 
has continued—largely by voluntary agreement, and the standardisation of 
equipment and materials, notably bricks, has been developed. 

There is bound to be criticism, and at times friction, when events 
move so rapidly as war-time exigencies demand. But the Munistry is 
grateful for the large measure of co-operation which it has received from 
all interests in the industry, professional men, contractors and labour. We 
have to face equal difficulties this year; the labour force must be further 
reduced. It is essential, therefore, that there be greater output than we 
are yet getting. And we must aim at keeping the industry, however 
much reduced, in such a state that it can be rapidly and efficiently 
expanded after the war for the work of reconstruction. 


J. CG. W. REITH 
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Wester Auchengeich Colliery Baths, Lanarkshire. By the Miners’ Welfare Commission. 





THE YEAR’S WORK 


[BY PROFESSOR 


C. #@. &8IL4 7} 


On this and following three pages we print Professor Reilly’s review of the 
buildings of 1941 ; illustrations of the buildings discussed by the author appear 


on pages 36-59. 


HEN I undertook once more, 

V4 and as a final effort—how 

often have I said that !—to 

write about the year’s work, I 
imagined that this time I should have 
some half-dozen half-forgotten build- 
ings at most to describe and criticize, 
probably ones which ought to have 
been illustrated years before but had 
somehow escaped. The result, however, 
is nothing of the kind. If I have not 
the usual mountain of illustrations 
before me to select from I have still a 
good pile. Work must have been 
going on in a good many places after 
the £100 restriction came into force. 
Of course it has been going on all the 
time for war purposes. Never, | 
suppose, has there been so much build- 
ing in the country as during the last 
eighteen months, and certainly never 
before has the general public known so 
little about it. Nothing has been 
illustrated. What are the war-factories, 
war-hostels, war-houses really like ? 
Are they as bad as some rumours say 


or as good as others? What are the 
great windowless buildings relying en- 
tirely on artificial daylight like inside ? 
Has the latter reached a stage which 
means another revolution in building 
and perhaps the biggest ofall ? Diredt- 
ly peace comes I suppose we shall know. 
What feasts the architectural papers 
will then have for us, digestible or 
otherwise ! We may have the shock 
of our lives and find, while we have 
been immobilized with no _ petrol, 
England has been well sprinkled with 
government houses and hostels. Know- 
ing some of the names associated with 
the work I rather hope it has and that 
for years to come these buildings will 
satisfy the admirable craving to enjoy 
the country as well as the town which 
has nevertheless been the main cause 
up till now of the destruction of both. 


SCHOOLS 


The chief heap of illustrations to judge 
by mere size is that of new schools. 





I think, however, it is the chief heap in 
other ways, too. In no type of building 
has modern architecture with its wide 
welcome to light and air done so much 
good. ‘The modern school spread out 
with long ranges of classrooms getting 
the maximum of these delights, when 
such classrooms are used at all and the 
clas; is not held out of doors in the 
equivalent space provided alongside, 
are as different as can be imagined 
from the stuffy dark structures with 
their ecclesiastical smell one has known 
as schools but rarely ventured into. 
It is not only the sun and air and space 
and proper lavatories but the bright 
clean colours everywhere and_ the 
absence of dirty-looking dados of glazed 
brick. If modern architecture had 
done nothing else, if everywhere else it 
had been as successfully resisted as it 
has say by the bankers, the revolution 
it has brought about in School design 
would have justified it. It is right that 


frankness and truth should surround - 


the young. Bankers so placed would 
clearly be uncomfortable. Their world 
of make-believe calls for other qualities. 
Let them beware though. America 
has already built one grand modern 
bank, the Pennsylvania Savings Bank 
in Philadelphia by Howe and Lescaze. 
They yet may have to shed their 
Corinthian columns and live in purity. 


To return to the schools. There are 
four good ones but without complete 
plans and se¢tions it would be pre- 
sumptuous to place them in any order. 
There are two at Stoke-on-Trent by 
the same architect, Mr. J. R. Piggott, 
and his chief assistant, Mr. W. I. 
Watson. One is always prejudiced in 
favour of the work of an architect who 
gives his assistant’s name in this way. 
One school-at Meir with long ranges 
of low buildings largely glass, a tower 
and a grand paved terrace for drilling, 
is a mixed junior and infants’ school 
for 600 children. It appears from the 
photographs to be near.a housing 
estate, which, though of the usual 
municipal pattern, looks quite silly 
behind it. The children should live 
in the school with its fine simple shapes 
instead of in the houses and use the 
latter for games. 


The other school by the same archi- 
tects is called the Carmountside Senior 
School. This is a mixed school for 
480 scholars to be extended to 720. 
It has the same simplicity as the other 


school but with an even finer spread of 


buildings. Here several of the build- 
ings, such as the assembly block, have 
great continuous windows on both 
sides. In both schools there is not only 
a fine spacious layout but excellent use 
has. been made of the slopes in the 
ground for wide effective-looking ter- 
races. The brickwork of the schools 
looks clean and sharp as it should be 
in buildings with such expanses of 
glass, but I see in the notes that the 
bricks used are called “‘ multicoloured 
rustics.”” There is clearly something 
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wrong there. I expect they are nothing 
of the kind. 

At Belfast there is a new elementary 
school with the interesting name of 
“The Botanic Elementary School ” 
though that does not seem to have 
affected the design. It is to accommo- 
date 550 students and is by Mr. R. S. 
Wiltshire. This is on a much smaller 
site with the result that the school is 
built round a courtyard into which 
look one set of classrooms on the upper 
floor. The other classrooms face a 
public park. The courtyard is paved 
and terraced so that it can be used as 
an open-air Assembly Hall, while there 
is a large terrace on the roof for the 
younger children. Provision for as 
much open-air life as possible has 
therefore been made and the plan 
appears to me as good as the site allows. 
In addition to this the detail with its 
slight Regency flavour is everywhere 
rather charming. 

The fourth school is at Ecclesfield in 
Yorkshire, a mixed one for 280 children 
on a 10}-acre site by Messrs. Tait and 
Lorne. (I have purposely left out 
Sir John Burnet’s name. I think when 
architects die, however great they may 
have been in their lifetime, they should 
be allowed to rest in peace and not be 
made uncomfortable by the superior 
work their successors are doing.) With 
10} acres this school can naturally be 
well spread out. An interesting point 
is the fan-shaped Assembly Hall, so 
placed that it can be used for other 
purposes when the school is closed. 
The most interesting thing, however, 
about the design is that it is a steel 
frame one with the buildings every- 
where raised above the ground, in most 
places sufficiently high to form covered 
playgrounds. The steel frame means, 
too, movable partitions inside and the 
fine liquidity that implies. Here the 
external walls are rendered in a cement 
made bright with Derbyshire spar, 
making an admirable frame for the 
great expanses of glass and one, in my 
opinion, far superior to brickwork 
however non-rustic. 


Finally, and though only discovered 
since I said there were four sahools, 
there has suddenly appeared in the 
Architectural Review for December a 
perfectly delightful Infants’ School at 
Castleford in Yorkshire by Oliver Hill. 
A friend told me that once more he 


had designed a school and had received - 


nothing for it. I knew that out of the 
kindness of his heart and to secure a 
great departure in school design, which 
he felt important, he had once done this 
for the London County Council. This 
time on enquiry he tells me, however, 
it was different, merely that the fees 
received did not cover the cost of the 
consultants and the extra copies of 
drawings where everything had to be 
sent out for competitive tenders. This 
nevertheless is clearly wrong. Even 
when the end is an Oliver Hill Schoof 
such means are not justified. The 
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R.I.B.A. should see that a rich county 
like the West Riding and all other 
authorities pay properly. I am sure 
the West Riding would be willing to 
do so if the case were put to them. 
Indeed if my experience of their 
liberality in Architectural Scholarships 
for which I used to examine, is any 
guide, they are the most generous 
county in educational matters in the 
country. It is particularly important, 
too, in their case that proper fees 
should be charged, for they have 
bravely gone out of their way to 
employ young outside architedtse like 
Denis Clarke-Hall, who presumably 
would be less able to work for nothing 
than an established artist of Oliver 
Hill’s reputation. It happens often 
enough that an educational authority 
or other body having an_ official 
architect of its own will not go to the 
extra expense of employing an inde- 
pendent one when nevertheless there is 
a good case for doing so. That 
happened over the famous Impington 
Village College by Walter Gropius and 
Maxwell Fry, but in that case before 
the matter was settled a group of 
admirers of both Gropius and Fry, 
among them several archite¢ts, agreed 
to pay their fees in order that the work 
might go on. That clearly was a 
different matter. 


Like so much of Oliver Hill’s work 
the beauty of this school lies in the 
use he has made of curves. Here he 
has set out his whole building, a string 
of classrooms with verandas in front 
and wide corridor and Assembly Hall 
behind, on a curve. The long lines of 
the veranda, punctuated by its groups 
of widely-spaced columns, and empha- 
sized by the row ofsmallsquare w ndows 
ventilating the classrooms above, and the 
overhang of the main roof sweeping 
round and ending in a curved covered 
playground, make a quiet, happy, 
independent-looking building in which 
it can be imagined an architect with 
Oliver Hill’s sense of colour decoration 
has made delightful rooms. The tiny 
furniture of course helps the scale but 
Hill has called in artists like John 
Skeaping to assist him. The result 
asseen in the Architectural Review 
photographs is, to my thinking, the 
happiest-looking schoo! building as 
well as the most beautiful shown for 
many a year. 


Next to schools in the modern manner, 
a new building at Cambridge is appro- 
priate and not only because it is an 
educational building. It is unbeliev- 
ably in the modern manner, too. At 
last a college at one of the older 
universities has dared to put up a 
contemporary building, and everyone 
—TI mean every one who counts—who 
has seen it likes it, and one professor 
I know who is living in it, and who 
has a Jacobean Manor-house of his 
own of which he is very proud, says 
he is most comfortable and happy 
there. It is the new building towards 


the river which Peterhouse has ereéted 
to the designs of H. C. Hughes and 
Peter Bicknell. It is right that the 
college which, though the oldest, was 
the first to install under Lord Kelvin 
its own ele¢tric lighting plant, should 
be the first to adopt contemporary 
architecture. Alas my own college, 
Queens’, nearly, almost equally old, 
has recently indulged in imitation 
Tudor! Of course the strange thing 
is everyone will soon be saying how 
well these new buildings look and how 
little strange they seem even with their 
rather phallic-looking lighthouse on 
the roof. That certainly is a feature 
tempting Providence. All the rest, the 
long low windows suiting the low rooms 
which the vertical ones never can, the 
long stretches of plain brickwork, will 
seem very quickly natural enough. 
The danger point was where the new 
buildings join the old but that has 
been got over very cleverly with the 
aid of a columned loggia, cloister 
I suppose I ought to call it in these 
surroundings. 


OFFICE BUILDINGS 


There is only one office building 
worth considering this year but that 
is the offices of the Orient Steam 
Navigation Company by Brian O’Rorke 
and Powell, McConnell and Mansfield, 
his associated Australian partners. If 
it is the only serious office building this 
year it is only right to say it would 
probably be the best in any average 
year. It is a splendid, clean-cut thing 
standing out in grand contrast to its 
neighbours. Sir Edwin Lutyens often 
gives us to-day a good plain block like 
this running through five or six storeys 
with the regular plain fenestration that 
the steel frame implies, but then, above 
that, he returns to curved pavilions 
and his playful renaissance fancies, 
charming in themselves and delight- 
fully detailed but quite at variance, in 
my opinion, with the plain mass below 
and the rectangular bones within. 
Here the architects have the same 
regular fenestration, if with slightly 
longer windows, but with strong reét- 
angular finishes with well-marked 
horizontal lines corresponding to the 
steel above and below. But the 
truthfulness of this building to its 
construction is further shown by the 
great window at the first-floor level 
above the canopy which extends below 
two of the upper windows and three 
piers. Clearly there must be something 
strange in thesteel construction here, and 
there is. To provide the fine-looking 
booking hall running through two 
storeys and yet to space the stancheons 
comfortably for the office rooms above, 
cantilevers parallel to the street had to 
be introduced above the first floor and 
here they are exhibited in the fenestra- 
tion. The more I think of it in my 
old age and having held the reverse in 
my youth when, like Ruskin with his 


E 
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emphasis on decorative details, I used 
to say of architecture “‘ the clothes are 
the man,”’ which is indeed true of a 
great deal of renaissance work, the 
more sure I am that any deliberate lie 
to the major fadts of construction is 
inadmissible. One does not want to 
indicate the minor subsidiary facts any 
more than the human body does but 
in this age of steel we have too long 
pretended our buildings had no bones 
when it was bones that held them up. 
Mr. O’Rorke’s and his partners’ build- 
ing, then, in spite of at first appearing 
to have almost the ordinary renaissance 
palazzo fenestration, has really some- 
thing much more truthful and subtle. 
It is carried out, too, with the care and 
elegance we are accustomed to in 
Mr. O’Rorke’sliners. Thelong windows 
for instance are lined with their slabs 
of Portland stone—the first in Australia 
—to go white when the main sandstone 
facing darkens, while the lower two 
storeys are lined with travertine and 
a local stone equally expressively 
arranged. The interior, especially in 
the vestibule and booking-office, need- 
less to say have the restrained modern 
yet individual and decorative notes of 
the Orient boats. 


CHURCHES 


Strange as it may seem to some 
churches form one of the most impor- 
tant groups of new buildings this year 
and I am glad to say there is this time, 
as in most years, a fine new one by 
Edward Maufe. There are a good 
many illustrations too of the chancel of 
his great cathedral at Guildford looking 
very fine and big under its coating of 
scaffolding and rather less so with that 
removed. A grand sculptured figure 
by the late Eric Gill over an arch is 
revealed, a foretaste of the sculptural 
interest Maufe, almost alone among 
church architects to-day, always except- 
ing Sir Giles Scott and F. X. Velarde, 
gets into his work. I am sure, provided 
he is allowed to have his way, Guildford 
Cathedral will not only have the 
elegant lines we all know so well, lines 
already boldly but crudely copied into 
two new cathedrals in the Antipodes, 
but will be enriched and vivified by a 
great deal of fine, severe, but all the 
more moving, sculpture and other 
enrichment, carved or coloured or 
both. That is the Maufe’s forte and 
that is where Guildford, the powers 
consenting, will excel its far bigger 
sister at Liverpool. Liverpool has 
plenty of enrichment. and plenty of 
sculpture but unfortunately neither of 
the finest quality, grand as the scale 
and general conception is. 

The Maufe church this time is at 
Hook in Hampshire. It is a plain 
brick and tile church with a high 
pitch roof, no aisles and a tall Maufe- 
like tower. It has long windows and 
externally a lean elegance I find very 


attractive. Internally, where I am 
sure there is charming colour, there 
appears to be a mission-hall simplicity 
almost like that of the lovely Quaker 
meeting house at Jordans, which may 
prove that the finest quality can co-exist 
with the baldest form and without a 
touch of sordidness provided the work 
is by an artist with sufficient sensibility. 
If only our Wesleyans, Baptists, 
Congregationalists and all the band of 
brothers would understand this, how 
different our towns would be! Wales, 
of course, we should not recognize. 
There is a big new church at 
Gloucester by W. E. Ellery Anderson. 
It is a fully-aisled church with stone 
piers to the nave arcade, a tall 
campanile tower and a rather elaborate 
brick and tile exterior, and yet seating 
500 it only cost £10,000. That these 
days is a great achievement. The 
interior, spacious looking and plain, 
with round arches to the windows 
and to the nave arcades and with a 
big arch at the entrance to the chancel, 
is plain and strong and imposing. 
One cannot be quite sure from the 
architecture the exact brand of religion 
practised in it but some may think 
that an advantage. 


HOUSES 


The next batch in importance— 
perhaps it should have come earlier 
—are the houses, all contemporary in 
design and all consequently interesting. 
How dull neo-Georgian is becoming 
even when touched up from Sweden ! 

The most exciting of the new houses 
with its spectacular view from the 
outside through great sheets of glass of 
an elegantly-curved staircase, down 
which a beauty chorus ought to trip, 
one has seen before. It is the house at 
Birdham in Sussex in two parallel 
blocks connected by the staircase hall 
by Messrs. Davies and Moro. This 
house is larger than most modern 
ones and is therefore interesting in 
that it should show how modern 
simplicity and directness can be adapted 
to other forms of life than that in shorts 
and sun-bathing suits. Here one should 
live in real comfort and elegance with 
rooms that march from one to another 
through double doors and where vistas 
are closed with curved ends and some- 
thing which mght be a vast bed 
placed at the end of a long axis. 
I thought it was the ground-floor plan 
which is illustrated but I see it is the 
bedroom one, which is even more 
interesting. If order and stateliness 
are returning,then contemporary design 
has moved on. When, however. one 
looks at the actual photographs of the 
living-rooms the elegance and order 
suggested by the plan and the serpen- 
tine staircase are not so evident. The 
unrelated untidiness of so many modern 
interiors is still there. 

The house at North Ferriby in 





Yorkshire by Messrs. Martin” and 
Speight is more consistent in its 
functionalism. It is a house with a 
view and there is a long balcony to 
the first floor facing it. This balcony 
however has its ends closed, or partially 
so, by the end walls of the house, 
wisely projected, I imagine, to keep the 
draughts away. If the balcony looks 
south these walls therefore spoil the 
view east and west. Now the usual 
guest in room numbe 26, at no 
particular point on the plan, does not 
seem to be content with this. He or 
she wants to see east or west as well, 
Hence quite fun¢tionally near the door 
to this particular bedroom has been 
projected on heavy cantilevers a special 
balcony stretching out beyond the 
general one. It seems to me this has 
been done regardless of the general 
suavity of the design, and is a case 
of funétionalism carried ad absurdum. 
There is still another break on this 
front. 
and 23, being a little set back, and so 
further under the broad eaves which 
are carried through regardless of breaks, 
are presumably a little dark in spite of 
their continuous windows. The eaves 
here are therefore pierced and skylights 
have been let in. Once again the 
rhythm of the long front has been, so 
it seems to me, rather ruthlessly 
disturbed. I feel both these desired 
effects could perhaps have been ob- 
tained a little more gently by some 
slight alterations in the plan. 


The same architedts have achieved at 
Dockray in Cumberland, however, an 
extension of a smallish country house 
which was itself an extension of a little 
rough stone shepherd’s cottage, which, 
while frank and truthful and modern, 
is yet very sensitively joined to the 
surrounding work. The new stone 
walling matches the old and the stones 
have clearly been carefully selected. 
The new work to the main front is 
mainly an inset panel of white windows 


and cedar infilling and its stark frank-. 


ness is its salvation. The interior. on 
the ground floor is one large room on 
two levels with a curious fireplace 
consisting of a long low rectangle of 
exposed stone walling about. 4 feet 
high and 8 feet long and just. not 
parallel to the range of windows in the 
opposite wall which it faces. This 
desire to break up the rectangularity 


_of rooms I am not young enough to 


understand. I fancy it would drive 
me mad, but it is I suppose part of the 
same craving for freedom, for which in 
other spheres we are fighting the war. 


The little house with a roof sloping 
from front to back with broad eaves 
and two continuous rows of windows 
at Harrow Weald by _ Frederick 
Macmanus looks very pleasant and 
welcoming on the outside but here too, 
for no reason except. the one just 
mentioned, the dividing partition which 
ordinarily is parallel to the back and 
front wall of such a rectangular building 


Two small bedrooms, Nos. 22 - 
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is not so placed with the result that 
every room is cock-eye. I should be 
very interested to know whether life 
is really happy under these circum- 
stances and whether children, if any, 
are growing up normally. 

Under these domestic buildings one 
should include, I think, the very 
pleasant little Zachary Merton Con- 
valescent Home at Merton, in Surrey, 
by the President of the R.I.B.A., 
W. H. Ansell, M.C. It is nice that he 
should be represented at all this year 
when we all know he has been so ill 
though we are all glad to hear he is 
getting better. This is not a “‘ modern” 
building in the special sense of the term 
but a very welcoming one which 
appears admirably to fit its site. There 
are fine big windows to the wards 
getting all the sun and a straight- 
forward sensible plan. There is a 
certain dignity to the whole and when 
classical detail is used, as in the 
crowning fléche and the doorway in the 
courtyard, it is used with simplicity 
and discretion. It is, indeed, just the 
convalescent home for elderly architects 
like myself to recover in. 


POLICE STATIONS 


There are still even in this depleted 
war-time year a curiously large number 
of new police stations. I remember 
calling attention to them three years 
ago when the London ones, some half- 
dozen or so, all included vast barracks. 
Not being very happy about the pre- 
war situation I could not help feeling 
that their size and aggressiveness 
suggested some semi-fascist regime 
about to be introduced here.  For- 
tunately we are now fighting fascism 
abroad for all we are worth but I am 
still not clear why peaceable democrats 
at home should require suddenly so 
much additional looking after as these 
new police buildings suggest. These 
new ones just erected are fortunately 
not so big or aggressive. The chief is 
the one at Leyton on a corner site by 
Julian Leathart. This is of good, plain, 
pleasant semi-modern architecture with 
fine fields of plain brickwork obtained 
largely, I suppose, through top lighting, 
and through the series of widely-spaced 
small circular windows. Perhaps these 
latter indicate the cells for the demo- 
crats. At the corner is a plain Dudok 
type of tower with a long staircase 
window with stone mullions on one 
side. This is certainly one of the 
pleasanter of the new stations. There 
is dignity and reserve about its clean 
lines. When I am next run in I hope 
I shall be taken there. 

Another large new police station is 
that at Watford by Messrs. Cook and 
Twist. This was the result of a small 
competition in 1936 and contains a 
law courts block and administration 
bulding but whether it contains these 
happily or not one cannot tell. No 
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plans are given of these police buildings. 
All one can therefore say of this neo- 
Georgian group is that it looks pleasant. 
The range of doorways to one block 
must mean living quarters and probably 
the larger block is the law courts, but 
whatever it is, what are the outside 
shutters for to the ground-floor windows ? 
What nefarious things go on behind 
them which ordinary blinds are not 
sufficient to hide? I expect they are 
there to suggest domesticity but why 
to the downstairs rooms and only now 
and then to an upper one? No, it 
cannot be that, it must just be because 
the architects felt like it. I know that 
feeling. When I was young I always 
put occasional shutters to my buildings 
to buck them up a bit. I see I have 
been looking at the back all the time, 
not the front. No wonder I liked it ! 
Backs of buildings are often so much 
more truthful than their fronts. In 
this case there are no_ particular 
falsehoods about the front. It is not 
overloaded. It does not suggest police 
courts are pleasant places of entertain- 
ment but still I like the back better. 

There is a police station in Jerusalem 
by Erich Mendelsohn, very expressive 
with its row upon row of cell windows 
one above the other and then a series 
of plain returns. If one has to have 
police buildings I think they ought to 
look like them. This certainly does. 
No, it is not one after all. It is a bank 
in a hot country. 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 


There-is a large publishing house in 
Bradford by Messrs. Chippindale and 
Edmondson which certainly has a 
bank front with tall fluted columns 
and all, a Scottish bank front, I suggest, 
with that restrained sense of display 
which is their chara¢teristic. But why 
should a warehouse for a publishing 
firm, even if it is a Fine Art one, 
hide its business and warehouse 
charaéter in this way? We are no 


longer living in the 19th century and 


going to work each day in symbolic 
tall hats. The real warehouse, when 
one gets to it, is good honest stuff and 
there is plenty of it to be effective in 
itself without this dressing-up of the 
offices round the frontentrance. Offices, 
one imagined, especially in a smoky 
manufacturing town, needed light, and 
not to have their windows hidden 
behind’a colonnade. I am afraid it is 


all due to the blessed words “ Fine 
Art.” What well-meaning absurdities 
have been committed for heir sake 
from the Albert Memorial onwards ! 


THEATRE 


A new Greek open-air theatre looking 
to the sea and mountain and with its 
seats hewn out of the solid rock, where 
could such a thing be made to-day but 
in Ireland? It is at Achill Island, 
Co. Mayo, and was arranged, I pur- 
posely do not say designed, by Noel 
Moffett. It looks a glorious place. 
May we all see worthy plays there after 
victory. 


SHOPS 


The temporary shops at Coventry by 
D. E. E. Gibson are first rate and the 
real thing belonging to a real world. 
How good they are in their simple 
way with the expressive fluting of their 
corrugated-iron fronts and the over- 
hanging roofs, their small windows and 
the continuous frieze with the same 
lettering running over all! Perhaps 
we are all going to be gentlefolk, or 
try to be, after the war. This is 
certainly a good start. 


PITHEAD BATHS 


Finally there are once more some 
illustrations of the finest range of 
modern buildings in the country, the 
Pithead Baths and Recreation Buildings 
put up by the able group of architedts 
J. H. Forshaw colleéted and supervised. 
We have been looking at modern 
schools and houses and all the rest of 
it but these buildings when one comes 
across them are always better than any. 
They seem, too, to follow some inner 
spiritual light of their own, for their 
functionalism never leads them into 
gaucherie. That gives me great happi- 
ness for London, now this old Liverpool 
man—I cannot be expected not to 
mention that—is as all the world 
knows the Chief Architect to the 
London County Council and respon- 
sible for the New Plan of London and 
I hope, too, a great many of the new 
buildings. 











The buildings mentioned by Professor Reilly in his 
article are illustrated in the Diary on pages 36-59. 
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The smell of smoke still hung 
acrid in the London air of the first 
morning of 1941. Dust and rubble 
carpeted the streets around St. Paul’s, 
and broken glass_ glittered and 


OF 1941 


tinkled in the gutters beneath the 
feet of office workers picking their. 
way between the blackened build- 
ings. To many of them the gaunt 
fantastic shapes and strange calcined 
colours of a blitzed city were by 
now a familiar sight—romantic, 
perhaps, to a few, tragic to many, 


tiresome to all. 


Two nights previously a large 
area of the City had been devastated 
by fire; the loss of property was 
severe, and though much of it was 
worthless stuff, some was irreplace- 
able.* The City churches suffered 
cruelly, about half of them being 
destroyed. The Blitz was now at its 
height and the solving of its atten- 
dant problems—shelters, rehousing, 
replanning — was not being 


*Among the minor victims of this raid 
were the January 2 issue of the ARCHITECTS’ 
Journat and Astragal’s Review of the Year 
1940. 





accelerated by the serious shortage 
of architects. The greatest demand 
was for the younger and more 
active members of the profession, 
the large majority of whom had 
been called up. 

* 

Abroad, the Greeks were advanc- 
ing in Albania and the British in 
Libya. Lord Halifax was on his 
way to the United States and Mr. 
Wendell Wilkie on his way to Great 
Britain. 


FEBRUARY 

A request for the reservation of 
architects over 33 years of age was 
rejected by the Government. The 
Archbishops set up a commission to 
deal with the problem of bombed 
churches, and Mr. Frank Pick was 
appointed O.C. Britain’s Canals. 

- 

In the U.S.A. the Lease-Lend Act 
was being debated, and in a Sofia 
café a German drunk threw a bottle 
at the American Minister. A quiet 
month. 


MARC H 





The Ministry of Information 
announced the setting up of a 
National Building Record under the 
able directorship of Messrs. Walter 
Godfrey & John Summerson. The 
United States Navy Department 
announced the successful conclusion 
of their housing programme, in 
which prefabrication on a_ large 
scale survived its test triumphantly. 
A bomb in Buckingham Palace 
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revealed some curious constructional 
deceits by John Nash. 
* 

Abroad, the Lease-Lend Act be- 
came law, there was a raid on the 
Lofoten Islands, Bulgaria yielded 
and Yugo-Slavia decided to resist. 


APRIL 


The Government announced the 
reservation of architects at the age 
of 35. A large part of the destroyed 
area around St. Paul’s had by now 
been cleared of wreckage, and the 
popular press, bemused apparently 
by the sudden opening-out of their 
neighbourhood, once more began to 
talk about ‘‘ Wren’s plan.” In the 
belief that as few people had ever 
actually seen this plan as had read the 
Versailles Treaty, the ARCHITECTS’ 


JOURNAL reproduced a portion of it, 


and pointed out rather acidly that 
photographs taken since the Blitz 
seemed to hint that St. Paul’s was not 
improved by exposure. 
* 

Apart from the capture of Addis 
Ababa, the war news for the Allies 
deteriorated. After a_ gallant 


struggle, Albania, Greece and Yugo- 
Slavia were over-run and the British 
retreat from Libya began. 
* 
In a severe raid on London St. 
Paul’s, Chelsea Parish Church and 
Hospital 


Wren’s 
damaged. 


Royal 


were 


MAY 





All events in this month (and they 
were mostly unpleasant) were over- 
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shadowed by the parachute arrival 
in this country of Herr Hess. What 
was his purpose, which Duke he 
sought, was not revealed (nor was 
to be), and the press, confused by 
indecision, indulged in orgies of 
speculation. Adulation was coun- 
tered with abuse, and it was com- 
monly observed that the first crack 
had appeared in the hollow Nazi 
fagade. Comment eventually died 
down, but a permanent interest was 
to be maintained by the public in 
what sort of food Hess was being 
supplied with. 
* 


The Meikle-Maufe copyright case 
opened, and in a heavy air-raid on 
London, Queen’s Hall, Westminster 
Abbey and the Houses of Parliament 
suffered damage. 


Rebellion broke out in Iraq, 
Crete was successfully captured 
by the air-borne troops of the Nazis, 
and the Bismarck was sunk. 


TUNE 


The Ministry of Works and Build- 
ings announced the establishment of 
two standard brick sizes, and archi- 
tects were officially informed that 
their drawings were not insurable 
under the War Damage Act. An 
excellent exhibition, “ Living in 
Cities,” was produced by the 1940 
Council. | 

. 


Abroad, the rebellion in Iraq 
was overcome, the Allies entered 
Syria, and on June 22 Germany 
invaded Russia—a_long-expected 
event which threw left and right 
wings alike into a fearful flap. 
Perhaps the greatest confusion 
reigned at the B.B.C. where the 
question as to whether the Red 
Flag should be played with the 


anthems of our other allies was 


solved in the end by cutting out the 
whole feature. A true British 
compromise. 


IULY 











The architectural events of this 
month which included the setting 
up of Reith’s Triumvirate are dealt 
with elsewhere. The first example 
of an American prefabricated build- 
ing to reach this country—the 
Harvard Hospital Unit—was dis- 
appointingly dull both in technique 
and appearance. 

. 

Iceland was occupied by U.S. 
troops, Syrian resistance collapsed, 
and on the Russian front ‘“ the 
region of Smolensk ”’ featured daily 
in the news. 


AUSUSE 





Judgment was pronounced in the 
Meikle-Maufe case. Breach of copy- 
right was established but damages 
assessed at only £150. For the 
future of architecture the decision 
was disturbing and promises many 
difficulties for any architect com- 
missioned to design an extension to 
an existing building. 

* 

Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt 
met ‘‘ Somewhere in the Atlantic ” 
to frame and sign the Eight-Point 
Charter. The British people seemed 
to evince more interest in Mr. 
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Churchill’s safe return than in the 
clauses of this document, which 
appeared to -deal more with the 
future than with the present. 

. 

British and Soviet troops entered 
Iran, and the famous Dnieper Dam, 
symbol of Russian industrialisation, 
was courageously destroyed by our 
retreating Allies. 


SEPCEMBER 








The Government announced the 
reservation of architeCtural assistants 
at the age of 35, and appointed War 
Damage Deputy Commissioners. 

* 

Confusion over our sudden 
alliance with the ex-bogyman was 
dying down or being dispelled by 
admiration at the stubborn and 
skilful resistance shown by. the 
Russian people. Cabinet Ministers, 
however, and other nabobs who 
should at least have known the 
value of keeping quiet, continued 
to make tactless or offensive speeches, 
which later forced Mr. Churchill to 
take (as the R.A.F. say) “ avoiding 
action’ in the House. 

* ; 

British bombing attacks on enemy 
increased in intensity. Despite the 
loss of Kiev, our allies fought on 
bravely, there was a raid on Spitz- 
bergen and Mr. Roosevelt announced 
his “ Shoot-First ” policy—a slogan 
which appeared at first to be taken a 
little too literally by the Nazis. 


OCCOBER 


Shortage of paper had by now 
reduced the press to an almost 
Balkan frailty, but columns were 
still handed over to Military Experts 
who in smudgy print, spoke weightily 
of pincers, claws, wedges and always, 
oh always, of those lengthening lines 
of communication. 

* 

Lord Beaverbrook and Mr. Harri- 

man flew to Moscow, and Hitler 


announced that the Russian Cam- 
paign was virtually over. 


NOVEMBER 





Libya. 


The A.A.S.T.A. held a_ rather 
inconclusive conference on War- 
time Building, and the Arcui- 
TECTS JOURNAL rearranged its edit- 
orial pages. 

. 

The long-demanded second-front 
was opened with an offensive in 
Libya, and the Neutrality Ad was 
repealed by a narrow majority. 
Mr. Churchill announced that the 
mirage of air parity had become 
reality, and a Colonel wrote to The 
Times protesting against the threat 
to the nation’s food supply caused 
by the recent W.O. decision to 
forbid the employment of soldiers 
as beaters. Game birds, as everyone 
knows, are the staple diet of the 
British people, and soldiers on leave, 
as everyone knows too, will do any- 
thing for a Colonel. 


DECEMBER 


In the sweeping man-power re- 
forms which were announced for 
the New Year by the Prime 
Minister, block reservation of archi- 
tects (and everyone else) ceased to 
exist. The preliminary results of 
the building census revealed the 
astonishing fact that there were 
86,500 separate firms in the industry 
but that most of them only possessed 
an average staff of three workers 
each. Evidently the little man had 
not yet been eliminated from the 
scene. 

* 

The Germans were at the gates 
of Moscow, but on the southern 
front they were, for the first time in 
this war, retreating. The Libyan 





battle was still in full swing, for this 
was no Wavell walk-over, and 
General Tojo was no longer at the 
cross-roads, for at last the U.S.A., 
Great Britain, the Netherlands and 
China were at war with Japan. 

. 

Finally, without giving the items 
under the monthly headings, the 
deaths took place of Gunnar Asplund, 
C. F. A. Voysey, Frank Pick and 
Robert Byron. 


The Building 
Industry 





The collapse of France and the 
sharpening of the Blitz found the 
industry nearly 50 per cent. below 
strength’ and ill-organized for its 
part in the war effort. The slogan 
‘* First on the Job” was often only 
too true, and it seemed to be 
unusual for contractors on Govern- 
ment work to be preceded on the 
site by proper surveys and drawings. 
Such comfort as the industry could 
gather from the $d. an hour wages 
rise in the New Year must have 
been swiftly dispelled by the appall- 
ing disclosures (made by the Select 
Committee on National Expendi- 
ture) of waste, extravagance and 
mismanagement on Government 
building contraéts—still for the most 
part handed out on a cost-plus 
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basis to the country’s biggest con- 
tracting firms. 
* 

In an effort to speed up output, a 
new Emergency Works Order was 
introduced by the Government in 
June. This was designed to keep 
control of wages, dismissal and 
absenteeism. Later a system of 
bonuses was augmented, and a 
uniformity agreement was set up to 
stop labour migration. Further 
official measures taken were the 
restriction of private building over 
the value of £100 and the voluntary 
(later compulsory) registration of all 
building firms. 

+ 

Limited piecework was authorized 
and in August a National Building 
Council was established to represent 
the industry and act in an advisory 
capacity. Thus a rival body to 
B.I.N.C. was set up by the very 
Ministry for whose creation 
B.I.N.C. had so long petitioned. 
Despite all these measures and the 
assistance of a desperate publicity 
campaign, the industry was still doing 
badly, output per man-hour was low 
and departmental control chaotic. 
The manceuvres of contractors for 
post-war positions instead of for 
profits, lack of trained supervision, 
and the irresponsibility which often 
accompanies the change from fees 
to salaries were further indications 
of the industry’s ill-health. Blame 
for the year’s mistakes can probably 
be equally divided, but post-mortems 
of this kind are without value if no 
remedy ensues. 

~ 

On the whole the industry cannot 
look back with satisfaction upon 
1941, and it faces a new year which 
bristles with fresh  difficulties— 
among them a drastic call-up of 
labour. However, the Government 
has shown by its various measures— 
registration, the N.B.C., etc., that it, 
too, is aware of the extent and 
nature of the problems, and the 
outlook is brighter than it was this 
time last year. Now, at least, 
we do know of what the industry 
consists and of what it is capable. 

. 

If Government control and re- 
organization is correctly based upon 
this knowledge, the industry should 
be able to face the problems of the 
future with confidence. 
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Reconstruction 





Popular interest in post-war re- 
construction seemed to wax and 
wane in proportion to the severity 
or lightness of enemy air-raids. It 
was, like the Blitz, probably at its 
height during the early months of 
1941, but “ the New Britain’ was 
always: good for a leader when war 
news was scarce, and there was no 
lack of committees,* debates, reports 
and memoranda on the subject. 
There was a danger, indeed, of 
research becoming an end in itself, 
of so much time being spent in 
collecting information that there 
was none left in which either to 
formulate a policy or to carry it 
out. If one was to believe the 
advertisements in the technical press, 
the correct ingredients of Utopia 
were simple enough—a clover-leaf 
road-crossing, a collection of modern- 
istic, Wembley-like palaces of huge 
size but indeterminate funétion, 
hordes of hysterically laughing chil- 
dren, perpetual sunshine and _ in- 
creased sales of the Bumpo Building 
Block. The solution, however, was 
not so easy (nor, fortunately, so 
unattractive) as this. 


* 


The problem remained twofold— 
first the formation of a_ policy, 
second the machinery for its execu- 
tion. Its urgency was emphasized 
by the news that preliminary plan- 
ning schemes for blitzed areas were 





*Perhaps the smallest and most modest of 
these was that composed of Mr. Greenwood 
and his staff of “‘ one assistant and an office- 
boy.” 


already incubating in the offices 
of Borough Engineers, and land 
speculation was still a popular racket. 
What steps towards solution have 
been taken during 1941? Quite a 
number, and most of them indicating 
a sane and objective approach to 
the problem. 


. 
In February Lord Reith ‘‘ warned 
off’? city speculators, and the 


R.I.B.A. set up a Reconstruction 
Committee. Its membership was 
revised, after some criticism, and it 
was split up into a series of sub- 
committees, Housing, Planning, 
Technical, etc. 

* 


In April Lord Reith announced 
the names of his chief technical 
advisers, Professor Holford, Mr. 
Dower and Mr. Vincent, and stated 
that after a study of the Uthwatt 
Report and those test plans now in 
preparation for certain blitzed cities, 
legislation for compensation and 
betterment would be introduced. It 
was clear that this statement 
assumed the eventual setting-up by 
the Government of a Central Plan- 
ning Authority. When, however, 
the Uthwatt Report was officially 
answered in July, this authority 
was not granted, and instead a 
triumvirate consisting of Lord Reith, 
the Minister of Health and the 
Secretary for Scotland was appoin- 
ted “to explore the problem.” 
Legislation was also promised to 
prevent profiteering by private land- 
owners. 

© 

In an excellent memorandum the 
R.I.B.A. recommended machinery 
for the public acquisition of land, 
and suggested two methods for 
recovering betterment. One, the 
surrender of a portion of the pro- 
perty to compensate for its increased 
value; two, the imposition of 
““ improvement rates.” 

- 


A good press also rewarded the 
reports of the Housing and the 
Planning and Amenities Sub- 
Committees, and, in the autumn, 
the Building Legislation Sub-Com- 
mittee drew attention to the multi- 
tude of aéts and authorities, often 
conflicting, which governed building 
in this country. It also recom- 
mended the setting up of a National 
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Building Board, which would be 
responsible to the Government but 
not part of its machinery, and the 
framing of a National Building Code 
which would be kept up to date and 
from which there would be no 
exemption. The R.I.B.A. and its 
committees are to be congratulated 
on a good year’s work. 
. 

In October there was a stimu- 
lating meeting of the British Associa- 
tion on the subject of ‘Science and 
World Order.” Architeéture, town- 
planning and building science were 
among the subjects examined, and 
the conference showed a general 
conviction that wider planning 
problems formed the foundation of 
reconstruction. 

+ 

In November the L.C.C. pub- 
lished a preliminary report which 
had been prepared in consultation 
with Professor Abercrombie and 
included proposals for transforming 
dormitory suburbs into satellite 
towns. Building costs, according to 
Davis & Belfield, had gone up a 
third.* 

. 

Throughout the year the ARcHI- 
TECTS JOURNAL issued: stern warnings 
to the profession that it must not be 
caught napping after the war. Archi- 
tes, we were told, must not sit 
back smugly awaiting fat com- 
missions, they must become masters 
of the new problems which would 
await them, town-planning, new 
building methods, mechanical en- 
gineering, etc. How they were to 
do this at their posts in cockpits 
and blockhouses, in A.F.S. sub- 
stations and in factories, the Journal 
did not explain. As one Sergeant- 
Observer (A.R.I.B.A.) remarked, 
they were “rather busy on other 
things for the moment.” 


Personalities 





NCE again the wartime prize 
Oe: Personality of the Year 
goes not to an individual but 
to a group—to all those architects, 
in fact, whose personalities are tem- 
porarily submerged in the ranks of 
the fighting services, in civil defence 
or in government departments. 
Runners-up are the indefatigable 
members of the Select Committee 
on National Expenditure. for a 
magnificent year’s work in pursuit 
of waste, mismanagement, slackness 
and extravagance. 
* 

Astragal also doffs his tin hat to 
Mr. Richard Coppock for being 
the first trades operative to be 
elected president of B.I.N.C. and to 
Sir Banister (Flight) Fletcher 
for becoming president of the 
Authors Club ; to Mr. Barry Par- 
ker for being awarded the Ebenezer 
Howard Medal ; and to Mr. Curtis 
Green who receives the Royal Gold 
Medal ; to Lord Reith, now Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A. ; and to Mr. J. H. For- 
shaw, now Chief Architect to the 
L.C.C. ; to Mr. T. S. Tait, Director 
of Standardisation and Mr. T. P. 
Bennett, Director of Works ; to Mr. 
F. G. Baker for completing 40 years 





*On this point I asked Mr. Davis for a note which he very kindly provided. 


Here it ts :— 


PRICES have remained remarkably stable during the year. Rates of Wages have risen 
by 3d. on only two occasions, and the total increase since pre-war days is, generally, less 


than 20%. 


Lack of man-power has, however, reduced the level of efficiency, and the resulting loss of 
output may well have raised the increase in labour costs to about 25%. 

The market prices of most of the basic materials have been maintained at about the level 
reached at the end of 1940, but transport difficulties have increased the cost of delivery. 


New lorries and spare parts are now expensive and difficult to obtain. 


Tendering has 


been keen during the latter part of the year, but this has been offset by increased over- 


head charges brought about by the war. 


The necessity of using substitute materials 


is another important factor, but this again is often offset by the low standard of finish 


and decoration permitted. 


These and other factors make it impossible to generalize with safety, but it is probably 
true to say that the cost of the average building, in which timber, steel and expensive 
equipment is reduced to a minimum, is about 33$% higher than in August, 1939. 


service in the R.I.B.A. ; and to the 
Central ‘Contracting Co., of 
Texas, for completing a house (not 
forgetting a lady in the bath) in 57 
minutes (not forgetting the 58 
seconds) ; to Mr. D. E, E. Gibson 
for the design of temporary shops at 
Coventry; and to Mr. Freddie 
(Fully-Fashioned) Gibberd for be- 
coming principal of the A.A.; to 
Messrs. Reiach & Hurd for “ Build- 
ing Scotland” ; and to Prof. Gideon 
for “Space, Time and Architec- 
ture’’; to Messrs. Fitzmaurice, 
Arup & Holford for their addresses 
to the British Association ; and to 
Messrs. Feliks Topolski and Ver- 
non Bartlett for their reporting 
on Moscow ; to the A.A.S.T.A. for 
asking so many questions, and to 
the B.B.C. Brains Trust for knowing 
sO many avenues of escape ; to Mr. 
John Summerson for not losing his 
head over the “ Shall-we-rebuild- 


the-Wren-churches ”’ controversy ; 
to Dr. Alvar Aalto on _be- 
coming Director of the Massa- 


chusetts Technical Institution and to 
Mr. Ivan Soloshenko, of Moscow, 
who wore his gas mask for 2,300 
consecutive hours, removing it only 
at meal-times ; to the city of Liver- 
pool whose school of archite€ture 
has produced three out of the Big 
Five of Post-War Planning and to 
the city of Rome, which is to have 
“the most beautiful railway station 
in the world”; to The Architec- 
tural Review for keeping up its 
standard, and to Sir Reginald 
Blomfield who ‘“ does not know 
what has become of this paper, but 
believes it still exists’ ;* to the 
correspondent who wrote to the 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL warning the 
re-planners of London not to forget 
the demands of Ancient Lights and 
to Mildred Godfrey, the Flatbush 
fire-raiser, who set light to her 
parents’ furniture “ because it was 
so ugly” ; to Mr. Justice ‘‘ Many-a- 
Meikle-makes-a-Maufe ” Uthwatt 
and to Mrs. Borders for the sake of 
old times ; finally to Mayor (C’est- 
magnifique-mais-ce n’est-pas) La 
Guardia of New York upon his 
appointment as head of America’s 
A.R.P., and to Le Corbusier who, 
it is reported, is to build a new 
Salvation Army hostel in Buenos 
Aires. From all we’ve heard of that 
city it won’t be a moment too soon. 


*See Life of Norman Shaw, by Sir Keginald 
Blomfield. 
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* INSTITUTE ” 
URINAL RANGE 


White glazed fireclay backs and 
screen-end slabs and half 
round channel with outlet. 
Galvanized cast iron automatic 
flushing cistern with bearers, 
galvanized downpipe and per- 
forated horizontal sparge pipe 
with clips ; gunmetal domical 
outlet grating. The fittings may 
be varied as required. 





' SHOWER-BATH 


RECEIVER 


White glazed fireclay Receiver 
with plein edge and outlet, 
fitted with grated waste con- 
nection. Shower fittings com- 
prising }-in. anti-scalding mix- 
ing valve, connecting pipe, 
shower arm with flange for 
fixing to wall, and 6-in. 
diameter shower rose. All 
exposed fittings chromium- 
plated. 





“ALDWYCH” 
FACTORY CLOSET SUITE 


White glazed inside and buff 
glazed outside fireclay Closet 
with “S ’’ and “P ” trap, and 
with plain hardwood inserta 
seat pads. 2-gallon flushing 
cistern, painted cast iron, with 
cover and brackets, valveless 
syphon, ball valve, brass chain 
and polished hardwood pull. 
This specification can be modi- 
fied to suit requirements. 





SINK RANGE 


Range of sinks comprising :— 
Grooved teak drainer = in 
one piece, one white glazed 
fireclay sink and one teak sink, 
both complete with fittings, 
chromium-plated bib valves 
and elbow standards. These 
ranges are specially fabricated 
to clients’ requirements. 























“ISLAND” 
FOUNTAIN LAVATORY 


White glazed fireclay “ Island ” 
ablution fountain lavatory with 
pedestal, foot-operated um- 
brella spray controlled by 
universal pedal ring, chromium 
plated central supply pillar and 
liquid soap dispenses. Four 
additional types available ; 
particulars on request. 
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(tanees 


FOR 
FACTORIES 
CANTEENS 


COMMUNAL 
FOOD CENTRES 


AIR STATIONS 
MILITARY CAMPS 
HOSPITALS 
ALL GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS 


_ Even in these difficult days, Dent and Hellyer 
are able to supply sanitary appliances without 
delay. This is made possible by the large 
stocks of pottery and fittings, both in standard 
and specialised patterns, maintained since the 
outbreak of war. We are equipped to serve 
the most exacting demands, and are ready 
with suggestions and technical information 
should these be required. 

D. & H. Equipment is specified by the 
Admiralty, War Office, Air Ministry, and 
Ministry of Works and Buildings. 


Specialists for over 200 years 
in Sanitary Engineering. 
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CONTROL OF BUILDING 
MATERIALS 


The Director of Roofing, Ministry of Works 
and Buildings, announces that :— 
Roofing slates. 

It must again be emphasized that no slates 
above those of 14 in. in length may be sold 
except on production of a certificate from one 
of the officers duly authorized, and that, in the 
event of slates so certified being supplied from 
stock held by a merchant, replacement of the 
amount supplied cannot be made. 

Supplies of the smaller sizes can still be 
obtained without certificates, but in order that 
prior despatch may be given to consignments 
of small slates required for air-raid damage or 
other urgent needs, a certificate that they are 
required for such purposes can be obtained 
where necessary from the Assistant Director of 
Emergency Works or Emergency Works Officer 
for the area and sent with the order. 

Plasterboard 

As from January 15, 1942, the system of 
accepting certificates from local authorities is 
cancelled, and the following system of priority 
and certification applies :— 
¥ 1. Government orders will continue to receive 
first priority from the manufad¢iurers. They 
must be substantiated with accurate Govern- 
ment contract numbers and departmental 
symbols. Orders within this category for 
quantities greater than 600 sq. yds. will be 
delivered only to the contra¢t site, but smaller 
quantities should be supplied from merchants’ 
stock, if any. 

2. Orders for repai~s to air-raid damage, A.R.P., 
general maintenance work, storm damage and other 
work of National importance.—Orders within this 
category, of 150 sq. yds. or more, will be 
supplied only against an original certificate, 
which will be issued by the following :— 

(a) Air raid damage (or other enemy action). 
(i) By the A.D.E.W. or E.W.O. of the 


Ministry of Works of 
concerned. 

(ii) By the area officer or chairman of 
the Local Reconstruction Panel of 
the Emergency Services Organiza- 
tion of the Ministry of Aircraft Pro- 
duction for industrial buildings in 
which the Ministry of Aircraft Pro- 
duction is concerned. 


the area 


(6) Maintenance work and storm damage repairs. 
By the A.D.E.W. or E.W.O. of the 
Ministry of Works of the area concerned. 


(c) Government buildings er buildings in which 
a Government department is interested. 
By the local responsible official of the 
department concerned. 


(d) Other work of National importance. 
By the A.D.E.W. or E.W.O. of the area 
concerned. 
Orders thus certificated will receive priority 
after Government requirements, in the above 
rotation. 


Concurrently with this, plasterboard being 
now more freely available than hitherto, a 
system of furnishing approved merchants with 
stocks, to be released against certificates, also 
comes into operation. All merchants on an 
approved list have been fully advised of the 
terms and conditions of the scheme, which 
provides, inter alia, for initial stocks and replace- 
ment, for minimum loads to avoid unnecessary 
transport, and for the keeping by the merchant 
of a stock record book showing all receipts into 
and deliveries from stock. 


Such stock books, and the certificates sup- 
porting deliveries ex stock, are open for in- 
spection at any time by certifying officers or 
their representatives. Jt is essential in the 
National interest that the amount of plasterboard so 
dispersed over any area can, in the event of an 
emergency, be instantly ascertained. The keeping of this 
stock record book must therefore be regarded as vital, 
and the names of merchants failing properly to 


keep this record may be deleted from the 
approved list. 

Wallboard. 

Wallboard is controlled by the Paper Con- 
troller (in consultation with the Ministry of 
Works), Great Western Hotel, Reading. The 
system in force operates through licences 
whereby, in the case of the home-made pro- 
duct, merchants on the books of the manu- 
facturers are empowered to hold stocks re- 
leasable :— 


(1) against repairs necessitated by enemy 
action and, subject to available supply 
and the furnishing of requisite certificates 
of the use to which the wallboard has been 
put, such stocks may be replenished 
periodically ; and 

(2) against a specific authority from the 
Paper Control. 

For Government requirements application for 
licences to deliver are submitted by the pro- 
ducer or importer concerned to the Paper 
Controller, whether such delivery is against 
dire& contra&s or through a merchant. 

It is found that a number of the merchants 
holding authorized stocks fail to render periodi- 
cal returns to the Paper Controller. These 
returns are of vital importance and should be 
made regularly and promptly. 

As regards imported wallboard, the importers’ 
themselves disperse this in their own ware- 
houses. Imported board is not generally 
dispersed amongst merchants, and hard board 
is released only in exceptional cases. 

Asbestos cement. 

To avoid the excessive strain placed upon 
war agricultural committees by a large number 
of requests for certificates from farmers requir- 
ing a few sheets of asbestos cement, it has been 
agreed to accept a simple declaration from 
farmers that the material is required for an 
agricultural purpose. Such declarations should 
-be passed by the merchant to his manufacturer 
with his order. 





GLAS-CRETE WINDOWS 


FOR FACTORIES, CANTEENS, 


GRID WINDOW CONSTRUCTION 

(Type 600): Blast resisting. 
This construction consists of a series of vertical and 
horizontal exposed reinforced concrete ribs with 


glazing. 


Areas of any size can be built up in a 


number of units, the size and strength of the joints 
between units being designed to suit the span and 
load required. Glazing may be carried out in plate 
glass. but in order to obtain the maximum advantage 

of this construction 


wired glass or 


ar- 


moured plate should 


be used. 


NO PAINTING 


NO RUSTING 


FIRE and FUME 


RESISTING 


CONFORMABLE 
WITH MODERN 
UTILITY and DESIGN 
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